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Who Were The Suffragettes?
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Suffrage means having the right to vote in political elections. Today women have freedom and rights to vote which can be taken for granted. The mid 19th century woman had no rights and no independent means and was always seen as second class. A woman’s role was looking after the home, and being a mother to her children. It was around this time when women began to rebel against the way they were treated in society. Barbara Leigh Smith cousin to Florence Nightingale wrote several articles and a document (A Brief Summary, In Plain Language, Of The Most Important Laws of Women) in 1854 which was published nationwide. By publishing her views it led women to form women’s rights groups across the Uk . Several attempts for women to be able to vote failed around this time.


In 1897 Millicent Fawcett founded the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS).   Her beliefs were in peaceful protest. She felt that any violence or trouble would persuade men that women could not be trusted to have the right to vote. Although her beliefs were strong her progress was slow. 








 





�By 1903 women became more and more angry then Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women’s Social and Political Union with her two daughters Chrstabel and Sylvia. They had been waiting a long time for change and they were not prepared to wait for it. The Union was known as the Suffragettes who unlike the methods and views of Fawcett they were prepared to use violence in achieving what they wanted. It was only in 1905 that the organisation created a stir when Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenney interrupted a political meeting in Manchester to ask two Liberal politicians (Winston Churchill and Sir Edward Grey) if they believed women should have the right to vote. Neither man replied. As a result, the two women got out a banner which had on it "Votes for Women" and shouted at the two politicians to answer their questions. Such actions were all but unheard of then when public speakers were usually heard in silence and listened to courteously even if you did not agree with them. Both Pankhurst and Kenney were thrown out of the meeting and arrested for causing an obstruction and a technical assault to a police officer.





The Suffragettes refused to bow to any violence. They burned down churches as the Church of England was against what they wanted; they vandalized Oxford Street, apparently breaking all the windows in this famous street; they chained themselves to Buckingham Palace as the Royal Family were seen to be against women having the right to vote. Politicians were attacked as they went to work. Their homes were fire bombed.  The Suffragettes were quite happy to go to prison. Where  they refused to eat and went on a hunger strike. They were force fed in prison by prison officers to stop them dying and becoming martyrs. The most common method that was used to false feed was by inserting a tube through the nose which in some cases this torture caused the women to become ill with pneumonia and other horrific illnesses. The government then introduced the Cat and Mouse act which was that a Suffragette would go to prison and go on hunger strike and when they were getting too weak they would be released to their family and friends till they got stronger and the cycle then would go round again.


As time went on the Suffragettes became more extreme. The most famous act associated with the Suffragettes was at the June 1913 Derby when Emily Wilding Davison threw herself under the King's horse, Anmer, as it rounded Tattenham Corner. She was killed and the Suffragettes had their first martyr.


By 1914 the first world war and the responsibilities for women meant that they could vote over the age of 18 and it was not till 1928 that women finally got their rights to vote equally as a man did when they turned 21. 
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Old Trades


Gunsmith – Maker / repairer or dealer in guns and weapons. 





Hamberghmaker – Manufacturer of horses ‘collars and bridles 





Logotypist- Print Worker who cast illustrations in the same way as a metal type was made. 





Sinterer- Metal worker who uses metal powders which are melted into moulds to form solid objects.�


Pommacer- A worker who crushes apples to make cider. Also known as a pummacer











...I've dreamt in my life dreams �that have stayed with me ever �after, and changed my ideas: �they've gone through and �through me, like wine through �water, and altered the color of �my mind.


Emily Bronte 




















Contribute to the Newsletter


Tell us how your getting on with your research so far and have you discovered any hidden skeletons you want share with us.  Have you come across some unexpected Ancestors, lost relatives, a famous Ancestor? Or do you have any old photos and stories you would like to share in the newsletter, it’s all history and we’d be happy to hear it. �Email : cheryl@familypast.co.uk
































Notice Board





Ancestersonboard.com� Passenger lists from 1940-1949 are now available on ancestersonboard.com which is a up and coming website powered by find mypast.com�www.findmypast.com�


The New Zealand Society of Genealogists�looking for family in New Zealand? Well you will have to sign up to this website but its worth while with the amount of records held, especially if you are looking to getting copies of records which  include marriage records prior to 1856, church registers (1911- 1913) and baptisms. �www.genealogy.org.nz








Dublin 1911 Census… �You can now view the Dublin 1911 Census which is now online which will be great help to those who have ancestors there and unlike the 1911 British Census which currently costs £45.00 to look up this site is entirely free to access. �www.census.nationalarchives.ie��


Welcome New Members�Welcome to all new members of our club �we hope you will find the club useful for tracing your family by the use of the computers, interacting of others and by using our cd’s and records.  We have a surname list of interest on our website, so if you want to add any of surnames you are tracing and maybe put a message on there of ancestors you are looking for please see James. Feel free to ask any questions or queries and we will try to help. 
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