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Evacuation WW2





�      








“Louie was 9 yrs when she was evacuated to Devon; all she had when they (Pat & Lenny) went on the train was a gas mask, sandwiches, a drink and labels on their coats.  Louie can remember her Mum (Nanny Rose) kept saying to her was you must all stay together as they left to get on the train but didn't know why, she thought they were just going out for the day out with the school.  It was a long train journey and it was dark when they arrived at the village hall.  They were the last children left in the hall because no one wanted to take three children together.  Louie and Pat went with one family and Lenny was sent to a different family on a farm.  Louie remembers waking up on the first morning and looking out the window and seeing a cow for the first time and wondering what it was also lots of fields.   School was sometimes in the mornings, sometimes in the afternoon, never a full day.  She remembers the Headmaster stopped and asked her if she was feeling alright when she was at the Morraties the first home she stayed at.  It was not long after that that she had to go into hospital because she had malnutrition where they had not been feeding her propely.  She was made to scub and clean house.  All they had to eat was bread and milk in a bowl and porridge with salt.  There were no electric only oil lamps.  They had a radio but it was only put on at 9 o clock to listen to the news. The second family they stayed was the Wackley's, In Wood 2-3 miles away from South Zeal, Nr Oakhampton South Tauton,  Pat lived with a lady who's husband  had worked on the estate where they lived in the cottages which belonged to the Manor and who was taken off to war,





the lady was going out at night to meet the American GI'S and leaving Pat on her own. So then Pat went to stay with Louie at the Wakley's. �     All the village children had to walk along the country lanes to school.   Louie saw Lenny on the way to school sometimes and sometimes at school.  School was in a hall but they were all segregated so she didn't see much of him.   Lenny was quite happy on the farm. 





The family Lenny was staying with wanted to adopt him because maybe he was a good farm hand and they had no children of their own but Nan of course said no.  They were all away for at least 3 years.  They came back to London when the bombing stopped but when the doodle bugs started Pat & Lenny had to go back to Devon.  Louie was 14 years and was too old to go back so she started work at the Garrick Club in London with Nanny Rose.”��One of Louise Ockendon’s Memories �(James Davis’ Great Aunt)
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The Month of November 


�“These early November Hours�That crimson the creeper’s leaf across �Like a splash of blood, intense, abrupt,�O’er a shield; else gold from tim to boss �Anol lay it for show on the fairy – cupped �Elf- needed mat of moss.” ��R. Browning.
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Genealogy Joke Time ����


�Warning  


Genealogy Pox 


is very contagious


Symptoms:   �Symptoms - Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and places.  Patient has a blank expression, sometimes deaf to spouse and children.   Has no taste for work of any kind, except feverishly looking through records at libraries and courthouses.   Has a compulsion to write letters.   Swears at mailman when he doesn't leave mail.   Frequent strange places such as cemeteries, ruins, and remote desolate country areas.   Makes secret night calls and hides phone bills from spouse.   Mumbles to self.   Has strange, faraway look in eyes.   �


Treatment:  No known cure .Medication is useless. This disease is not fatal, but gets progressively worse.   Patient should attend genealogy workshops, subscribe to genealogical magazines and be given a quiet corner in the house where he or she can be alone.


��Remarks:  The unusual nature of this disease is that the sicker the patient gets, the more he or she enjoys it.








�











Contribute to the Newsletter


Tell us how your getting on with your research so far and have you discovered any hidden skeletons you want share with us.  Have you come across some unexpected Ancestors, lost relatives, a famous Ancestor? Or do you have any old photos and stories you would like to share in the newsletter, it’s all history and we’d be happy to hear it. �Email : cheryl@familypast.co.uk
































Notice Board


“Who Do You Think You Are?”�The program “Who Do You Think You Are?” Has brought out a magazine that’s very helpful. Especially if you have been following the series and wanted more information on how they obtained certain records and the different places you can visit. �


The MLA Trip �  The London Metropolitan trip went well on Saturday. Not all of us came back with results (like me who’s having to go through all the churches in Middlesex) but it was a well worth the trip. Big Thank you to David for coming again and sharing his information and giving us helpful tips and advice. 





www.cityoflondon.gov.uk�The LMA (London Metropolitan Archives) has a website (as above) which you can search the parishes which have the Microfiche numbers. This will save so much time for you if you prepare all this before you next visit. Even if you are like me and don’t know what parish your ancestors were baptised in. It saves time going through the microfiches quicker and at least  you know where they were not. �


www.website.lineone.net �If you are looking for Romany and gypsy ancestors, this is a good website with some helpful tips and common names and trades that might help. 


www.homesweethomefront.co.uk�An excellent website with lots of memories and information on evacuation in ww2. Worth a look!
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