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Joseph Newton’s Story �


.





Joseph Newton b.1815 and his wife Susan b.1817 had raised 9 children in their lifetime. They lived in various parts of Essex. Joe and Susan were both born in Brent, Pelham a lovely little village near Chelmsford. In 1848 they moved to Waltham Abbey, where one of their children, William born 1848, began his adventurous life. 


In his earlier years, William worked as a labourer on farms, along the Crooked Mile, in Waltham Abbey. 


He met his wife Elizabeth b.1851 (Enfield) and were married in 1870, and continued to work and live in Waltham Abbey until about 1880, where they took a brave decision, with their 3 sons, William J b. 1872, Henry Edward b. 1875 and Arthur b. 1878 to move to Harlow. It is here, William took up the position as groom and Elizabeth as cook/domestic  in the William Martin School in Nettleswell  (see issue dated 19.12.07) Whilst there the two had another son, called William Walter E. b.1881.


Until the 1901 census, little is known of the family but here recorded, is another move to Great Totham, Essex. The 1901 census, shows William Newton b. 1848 at the age of 53, took the position of Licensed Victualler (manager) of the Prince of Wales, Public house in Helverden Road (now called Prince of Wales Road) Great Totham, Maldon, Essex. Elizabeth now 50 years old, together with 2 of her sons, William J, aged 29 and Walter, aged 20, held positions of domestic/ gardeners. Whilst at the public house, Elizabeth had another son, Jack b. 1892. 











Next to the public house was a cottage ( now demolished) where William Newton’s son Henry Edward, aged 26 and his wife Alice Maud Newton, aged 26 lived together with her niece. Eleanor.F. Dale aged 6 and a boarder, Thomas Hammond, aged 30. Henry held the position of coachman / domestic.


I traced the pub in question through Yellow Pages, and my wife Beryl and I took a scenic drive to locate it. We found the pink snowcemed pub. Typical locals were drinking ale, while others were enjoying their lunch. After ordering drinks, I had a word with the landlord about previous managers here at the Prince of Wales. It was a surprise when he produced a booklet about Country Singing Group who frequented the pub between 1970 and 1980. The Group had written about the pubs history. Here are some extracts from the booklet:-





The premises were a poor house until 1838 and in the same year on October 10th was sold by the Maldon Union (who ran the poor house).


Sometime between 1838 and 1878 it became a public house.


The booklet listed previous landlords as follows:-


The Potters, Bonners, Fairweathers, Easters, Mr. Everite and Ted Newton.


William Newton b. 1848, middle name we found out was Edward (Ted) and took over the pub in the early 1890’s and was still a regular in 1928 at the ripe age of 80, and used to tell visitors a wealth of stories about the place. In the place where the car park is now, in the early 1900’s was a mass of gooseberry bushes and the fields behind potatoes grew. Near by was a piggery and slaughter house, the blood was spread over the ground where the gooseberries and potatoes grew. 


Why not take a drive out to Great Totham and see the pub where my wife’s G.G.G…Grand father once lived and maybe have a drink and a nice meal. Then go on to Maldon to do some shopping and then to Promanade Park and watch the old Thames barges sailing up Blackwater River.


  


Mike Cross June 2008
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Photo Restoration �Over time documents and photos can gain scratches and damage that ruin the quality of them, so if you have any old photos that you want cleaned then bring them in or send me them by email and I will be happy to clean them up for you.
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Contribute to the Newsletter


Tell us how your getting on with your research so far and have you discovered any hidden skeletons you want share with us.  Have you come across some unexpected Ancestors, lost relatives, a famous Ancestor? Or do you have any old photos and stories you would like to share in the newsletter, it’s all history and we’d be happy to hear it. �Email : cheryl@familypast.co.uk








Notice Board�


Trip To Secret Nuclear Bunker�We are planning on a new trip for October 26th to go to the Secret Nuclear Bunker at Kelvedon Hatch, Bentwood. Its open 10am – 5pm.   �Admission is Adults £6.50 children £4.50 and family tickets are £16 for 2 adults and 2 children. Please note that there are no lifts in bunker. So it’s not disabled friendly. However please let us know if you are interested. 


Railway Ancestors �Maybe your ancestors worked on a railway? �The Railway Ancestors Family History Society holds many publications and information covers Scotland, Wales and�Ireland, and also British Railwaymen Overseas.�www.railwayancestors.org.uk


Surrey History Centre�The Surrey History Centre holds many regimental records, as well as many other historic records so it maybe worth a visit for those of you who are looking in this area. �www.surreycc.gov.uk





Family Search�The website Family search has changed its website layout making it easier to search. �www.familysearch.org�


Nottinghamshire History �An interesting website that covers different places and people that come from Nottinghamshire. Also gives general up coming historic events that are taking place in Nottinghamshire throughout the year.  www.nottshistory.org.uk
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